PAUL BARKLEY
CREATIVE 
0402 082 082 | paulbarkley@me.com | paulbarkley.com.au | Niagara Park NSW 2250
CAREER SUMMARY
Creative marketing professional with a passion for one-to-one communication that drives genuine connection and measurable outcomes. Combining creativity with technical expertise, I thrive on solid strategy, technology, and compelling storytelling. With over 20 years of experience and a background spanning both traditional
and digital advertising, I help organisations and agencies maximise ROI through ideas-led, results-focused campaigns. Innovative when needed and disciplined when it counts, I bring targeted and effective advertising solutions to every project. A creative thinker, steady hand and a cool head, I’m dedicated to delivering campaigns that engage, convert, and inspire.
EXPERTISE & SKILLS
· Creative leadership spanning idea generation, concept development and implementation across channels.
· Strong eye for design, tone-of-voice, detail, and brand integrity across digital and print mediums.
· Excellent conceptual, campaign and one-to-one copywriting skills that drive engagement.
· Development and execution of communication strategies, stakeholder management, and team guidance to deliver successful marketing initiatives.
· Skilled in developing high-impact client presentations and new business pitches, that cut to the heart of the communications challenge.
TECHNICAL SKILLS
· Adobe Creative Suite: Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign
· Digital Production Tools: Canva, WordPress, and HTML/CSS basics
· Photography & Video: Strong camera craft, composition, and lighting skills for both still and motion content
· Presentation Design: Keynote, PowerPoint, Google Slides
· Technology Platforms: HubSpot, Mailchimp, Campaign Manager, Zoho, Capsule
· Asset Management: Digital asset workflows, version control, and file optimization for print and web
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Consultant / Director | Paul Barkley Creative | Central Coast/Remote
Feb 2016–Present
· Partnered with advertising agencies, startups, and direct clients to deliver end-to-end creative solutions including, concept development, creative execution and communication strategies.
· Managed projects from brief through production, overseeing creative direction, copy, and design across digital, print, and social channels.
· Built a diverse client portfolio through word-of-mouth, referrals and repeat business, delivering creative solutions that consistently met strategic objectives and budgets.
· Clients include Unilever, Everlight, NRL, Mark Hughes Foundation, Dry July Foundation, Outdoorsy, Scholastic, Dulux, Peakbound and Dexus, covering sectors from FMCG, financial services, not-for-profit to retail and education.
Creative Partner | Abnorml | Sydney/Remote
Jun 2016 – Nov 2023
· Directed creative strategy and campaign development for The World’s Greatest Shave, one of Australia’s most recognised national fundraising campaigns, for eight consecutive years.
· Played a key role in the re-launch of House with No Steps Foundation to Aruma, ensuring brand tone-of-voice and consistency was adhered to through roll-out and ongoing implementation,
· Led business development initiatives and oversaw creative output across multiple accounts. Major clients included The Leukaemia Foundation, Electrolux, Fire+Rescue NSW, National Parks & Wildlife, Aruma, Club 4x4
· Collaborated with external production houses and media agencies for the delivery of National TVC, Radio, OOH and digital campaigns.
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (CONTINUED)
Freelance Art Director | Sydney
Jun 2012 – Jan 2016
· Worked across small, medium, and large agencies, steering existing client projects and delivering compelling creative for new business pitches. Agencies included Ogilvy, M&C Saatchi, Mercer Bell, Banjo, and Lavender.
Group Head | Saatchi & Saatchi / Team Saatchi | Sydney
Oct 2009 – May 2012
· Art directed the creative launch of The David Jones American Express Card, overseeing concept development, production, and go-to-market execution in print, direct marketing, digital and OOH.
· Delivered a high-impact national campaign featuring internationally renowned models Megan Gale and Miranda Kerr, strengthening brand visibility and prestige.
· Translated strategic insights into a compelling launch story that connected authentically with target audiences, through merchandising, in-store activations and online shopping channels.
· Expanded creative leadership to include art direction for season launches and promotional initiatives within David Jones’ core retail business.
Brand Guardian | Ogilvy & Mather | Sydney
Apr 1999 – Jul 2009
· Served as Brand Guardian and Group Head for American Express, overseeing above-the-line, digital, and direct communications.
· Led the successful launch of the American Express Centurion Card in Australia, as well as multiple other product launches including Platinum Card, Platinum Business Card, and Travel Cards.
· Directed the creative strategy and content development for the Membership Rewards Program, producing engaging brochure and digital communications for a large base of Card Members.
· Additional client portfolio included IBM, Nestlé, Purina, SAP, Oracle, and Barnardos.
EDUCATION
Australian Centre For Photography | Camera Craft 2&3, Lighting, Photojournalism
AWARD School (Australian Writers and Art Directors) Sydney Graphics College (Diploma in Graphic Design) Trinity Grammar School (HSC)
2009–2010
1999
1993–1992
1984–1992
AWARDS & PUBLICATIONS
ADMA AWARDS Information Technologies | Lenovo
ADMA AWARDS CRM Programs | Purina
ADMA AWARDS Financial Services | American Express
Lürzers Archive | Barnardos
2007
2006
2006
2001
INTERESTS / VOLUNTEERING
Sports, basketball, cycling, fitness, wellbeing and family. Music, movies, books and podcasts.
Motorbikes, camping, fishing and adventure.
Representative Basketball Coach JPL | Central Coast Crusaders Basketball Association Representative Basketball Coach NEJL | Central Coast Rebels Basketball Association Grassroots Coordinator | Central Coast Waves Basketball Association
Aussie Hoops Basketball Coach | Central Coast Waves Basketball Association
2025
2024
2023
2022



